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Welcome to the Autumn 2006 Edition of the boaz newsletter, a lot of things have happened since the last issue . . . 

A Message from Dave Smith (Director)
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What defines the stature of a nation? Is it military might, as in Imperial Rome or Nazi Germany? Is it economic prosperity? If so, the UK is doing pretty well. Is it some national characteristic like friendliness, hospitality or tolerance? Many countries fit one or more of those criteria, but we wouldn’t want to live there. Or is some other criteria, rarely found, that define the stature of a country? The bible tells us in Proverbs 14:34 that “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people”. There’s nothing complicated about the meaning of righteousness. The apostle John wrote “He who does what is right is righteous”. So how does the UK measure up to that standard?

Despite the best efforts of our government to make life for asylum seekers intolerable, surveys still show that one of the major reasons they choose to come to Britain is the perception that we are a fair and just society. Our laws, though weakened and badly implemented, are based on the Christian principles of justice and mercy: and, by and large, our welfare system protects those who are most vulnerable from destitution and stigma. That is why our treatment of asylum seekers concerns me so much, for they alone stand outside this protection. They alone are presumed guilty until proven innocent. They alone have no right to work. They alone, when their claim to asylum is rejected, are refused accommodation, benefits and adequate medical care. And why? It is clearly not for economic reasons, as the cost of detention and forced deportation are astronomical compared to allowing someone to work or live on benefits. Nor can it be to do with numbers and pressure on services, since there were only 30,000 asylum applicants in the whole of 2005, whilst at the same time we allowed at least 420,000 Eastern European workers in to the country. Presumably they all needed accommodation, a GP, and schools for their children.

Whilst not wishing to compare our government with that of Hitler, there are some similarities. The gutter press, though not an organ of government, is little different from the Nazi press. For Jew, read asylum seeker, a convenient target, a scapegoat - whatever the problem, someone to blame. “Asylum Seeker ate my donkey!” it trumpets, and the government reacts out of fear by enacting more inhumane legislation.  There may be no gas chambers here, but we deport people to countries where they suffer far worse tortures. We do not practice genocide, but we send people back to become victims of genocide. We allow political opposition, yet return political opponents to places where opposition is punishable by death. That makes us guilty by association, just like those in Nazi Germany who knew what was going on, but did nothing to stop it.

That’s why boaz has an obligation, not just to help those who are victims of an unrighteous system, but to challenge the system itself. This year is the 200th anniversary of the abolition of slavery in the UK. How sad that, as we celebrate that event, we are confronted with an abomination every bit as degrading as slavery itself. Will you join us in the fight until the destitution of asylum seekers is abolished, and this disgrace removed from our nation?

To find out how you can campaign against destitution, look for ‘Living Ghosts’ on the Church Action on Poverty website www.church-poverty.org.uk  

Days Out

Since April we have organised two ‘Days Out’ for  the guests in our boazhouses (this is part of our ‘Meaningful Lives’ Project) – in June we had a trip to Dovestone Resevoir followed by a barbeque . . . 
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Back at the barbeque after walking around Dovestone Reservoir
. . . & in July we had a day on Formby Beach with traditional Ethiopian food prepared by one of the houses.
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The day at Formby Beach was so successful that, in response to many requests, we are organising another visit – plus other regular ‘Days Out’.

We invite our supporters to come along on these days to help & to get to know our guests in a relaxed informal setting.

There is a real tangible change in our guests after a day away from the city in the countryside or the beach.

The Psalmist says “He restores my soul” Psalm 23:5 NIV (or as The Message has it “You revive my drooping head”) – we believe that these ‘Days Out’ are more than a pleasant diversion but that souls (emotions) are restored & drooping heads revived.
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Asylum Voices

reviewed by Nigel Biggs (Housing Manager)

“ . . . I am a refugee                             
I walk amongst you everyday
I am dying inside, nobody knows but me
I am crying inside
I am broken inside
And nobody knows but me!”
 
(Tawonga Kayira, a journalist, fled Malawi in Africa because she feared the Government was systematically killing people from the media.)

Asylum & Immigration have become ‘hot topics’. Everybody from newspaper columnists to television commentators seems to have an opinion on people seeking asylum.

The voice of the popular press screams 'bogus', 'scrounger', 'economic migrant' & while there are voices raised in the public arena championing the cause of Asylum Seekers - we very rarely hear the authentic voice of the Asylum Seeker.

All too often Asylum Seekers are perceived as a faceless body of people - yet, it is only in engaging with the individual that we truly begin to empathise & understand their plight “... it is more interesting to know a Hindu than to know Hinduism; it is more rewarding to know a Buddhist than Buddhism, a Marxist that Marxism, a revolutionary than revolution, a missionary than missiology, wife than the ‘marriage & the family’ course, Jesus Christ than Christology.” 

‘Asylum Voices’ seeks to address that issue – it is based on the personal stories of 146 people, from 37 countries, including Afghanistan, Iraq, Zimbabwe, Algeria & the Czech Republic – & paints a picture that these people are far from a faceless statistic but fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters & children, like you & I that deserve to be listened to, to be afforded value & dignity as our fellow human beings.

Their stories are transcribed in their own words giving the narrative the authentic ring of the Asylum Voice as it charts their experience from their arrival in Britain, through to their first interview, & then dispersal or detention while they await decisions on their claims for asylum.

This book is to be recommended for giving Asylum Seekers a voice “we want someone to listen to us; it is a relief when you talk what you feel.” (Somali woman, London)

The authors of this report have done a great service to those who are involved with & concerned about the plight of Asylum Seekers in this country – in allowing us to hear their authentic voice, on a broader scale, as they share with us their lives & experiences.

Asylum Voices: experiences of people seeking asylum in the United Kingdom, edited by Dr Andrew Bradstock & Revd Arlington Trotman, is published by Churches Together in Britain & Ireland (CTBI) & costs £6.95

Hosts

We are very blessed with a group of fantastic hosts taking care of so many asylum seekers in their own home. 

Sometimes this is difficult, as having somebody in your home can be demanding, even if this is not the intention. But, we have heard some great stories of blessing too. 

If you have a spare room in your house & are considering being involved in this very worthwhile activity please contact the boaz office for advice & details.

Sponsored Bike Ride & Boaz Christmas Cards etc
See www.boaztrust.org.uk for details




Support-a-house





�





We launched our ‘Support-a-House’ scheme in the last newsletter following the Red Cross having to reluctantly ‘cut back’ & only refund bus fares each week at the Manchester destitution projects. We are looking for people to offer £5 a week to each person who lives in Boaz Trust houses. This will pay for toiletries etc, not included in the Red Cross food parcel, as the £5 used to do. 


At the moment one North Manchester house is being supported, & we are looking for another 15 people to make a commitment to enable the other guests to be supported in this way.


This would be a great opportunity for a group of friends or a Cells/House Group to club together to sponsor a house.


If you, or anyone you know, would be willing to do this please contact the boaz office.


Of course this is not just about money, it would be fantastic if people were willing to adopt a house by giving some time to the guests there, befriending them & involving them in the local community. 


A major part of looking after the houses is caring for our guests in them.











Look us up on our new website


www.boaztrust.org.uk














�� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk/community/asylum/stories/tawonga/her_poem.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk/community/asylum/stories/tawonga/her_poem.shtml� (selected)


�Kosake Koyoma, Japanese-born missionary to Thailand: Koyoma, Water Buffalo Theology (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1999) p 150


�Asylum Voices p41





“And if a man from another country is living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him;  Let him be to you as one of your countrymen and have love for him as for yourself” (Lev. 19:33 & 34a)

“And if a man from another country is living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him;  Let him be to you as one of your countrymen and have love for him as for yourself” (Lev. 19:33 & 34a)


