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boaztrust 
                                                                         Serving Destitute Asylum Seekers


Welcome to second edition of 

the Boaz Trust Update!

Message from the Chairperson of the Trustees, Jo Garbott

As chairperson of the Boaz Trust, I want to endorse the work and vision of Dave and the rest of the team. Asylum seekers who arrive in Britain face a very uncertain future, which is only made worse when they are officially refused permission to stay. It is our desire not only to provide for more and more of the destitute, but to raise awareness of their plight.

Even as a chairperson I have found the complexities of the situation difficult to grasp. However, the look of fear or sorrow in the eyes of a young woman, or the frustration of a man who is not allowed to earn his keep, stir compassion where reports and data do not. I hope that this report will encourage you to get involved in any way you can, but be warned ... it might change your life!

Jo

Message from Dave Smith, Director

Many of you will know the story of the boy and the starfish: a man walking along a beach sees a boy throwing beached starfish back into the water. “What are you doing that for?” he asks. “There are thousands of them. What you’re doing won’t make much difference.” The boy throws another one back and defiantly replies, “Well, it made a difference to that one”.

In many ways that mirrors our work at Boaz. We have 25-30 people accommodated in houses or with hosts. There are over 80 on the waiting list, some disabled or severely traumatised and thousands more who need our help. So what do we do? Give up? Struggle on alone? Well, if needs must, we will, just like the boy. We may not be helping many, but to those we help, it’s a god-send.

But what if the boy had said, “If you give me a hand, we can make twice as much difference”? The problem isn’t too big to handle – but it’s too big for us to handle alone. With more hosts, waiting lists reduce and current hosts get a break and don’t burn out. With more givers, residents are offered more than just a bare minimum. With more volunteers, we can help people to campaign for justice or find fresh evidence to restart their case. 

I wonder if others were on the beach that day, watching the boy. What if they had all rolled up their sleeves and joined in? Will you join us? Together we can make a real difference! 

Dave

Now, an update on our houses. 

We now have four houses running, three in Moston and one in Rusholme. There have been some new guests as some have obtained section 4 Support. Our new house in North Manchester is housing five men from Sudan. 

The ladies from Eritrea and Ethiopia have been catering for several meetings for us, which has been spectacular! We are planning some events this summer: a barbeque or two, ‘clean up days’ in the houses and trips to the seaside and country. It is great to get out of the city – to feel the grass under our feet and the sand between our toes. We did this last summer and it was really appreciated.


The Boaz Trust now has a shed in the garden of our Sudanese house, which will make a big difference to the office! 

Nigel goes full time
In March the trustees agreed that Nigel should be given a full time contract with the Boaz Trust. This is great news for the Boaz Trust as Nigel continues not only to manage the houses the Boaz Trust works with, but also to build positive relationships with the residents. Nigel says;

“I’m really looking for forward to working with BOAZ full time – before I could only set aside one day plus some evenings and weekends, but the time limitation has been very frustrating! Now I’ll be able to dedicate quality time to the work.

“All the people we support are made in the image of God and therefore deserve proper support and respect. As Larry Crabb says, “every human being was intended  by God to live in relationships where four things happen: 1) where they are known, deeply known; 2) where they are explored; 3) where they are discovered; and 4) where they are touched.” 

“A Scripture that has been with me for some time is ‘Do not exploit the foreigners who live in your land. They should be treated like everyone else, and you must love them as you love yourself…’ Lev. 19: 33 & 34b
“Thus my goal is that Asylum Seekers would:

  ( not be exploited 
  ( be treated like everyone else 
  ( be loved as we love ourselves 
Please get in touch with me at the office or on 07762 883520 if you want to get involved, have time to offer or have any more ideas.”

Nigel

Adopt-a-house

The Red Cross have had to withdraw the £5 they were giving to destitute Asylum Seekers. So we are looking for people to offer £5 a week, which we will distribute to each person who lives in Boaz Trust houses. This will pay for toiletries and bus fare, as the Red Cross money used to do. One house in North Manchester is being supported, so we are looking for another 15 people to make a commitment to enable the other tenants to be supported in this way. For more info please get in touch.

Of course this is not just about money, it would be fantastic if people were willing to adopt a house by giving some time to the guests there, befriending them and involving them in the local community. 

Hosts

We are very blessed with a group of fantastic hosts taking care of so many asylum seekers in their own home. Sometimes this is difficult, as having somebody in your home can be demanding, even if this is not the intention. We have heard some great stories of blessing too. If you wish to share a story for the next update please let us know.

Visit from National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigners

Emma from the NCADC came to the destitution project in Old Trafford where she met with around 25 asylum seekers to suggest launching a campaign to help them to stay in the country. It was an informative time, and those who attended seemed to find it very inspiring. For more information visit www.ncadc.org.uk.

Website 

With very many thanks to Matt Clements the website is online. Matt says, 

“Boaz Trust website is now available … find out about Boaz People and projects, visit the resource space for information on wider asylum issues, and check out practical ways you can be involved.”
Visit it at www.boaztrust.org.uk. 

Dates for your diary

There’s a volunteer evening on the 5th of June for anyone who is already involved, or for people who would like to find out how to get involved.  

The next prayer meetings are 15th May, 3rd of July and 4th September.  These have been brilliant opportunities in the past to praise God and lift our concerns to Him.

Refugee week begins on 19th June. Boaz will be having a stall on Saturday 24th as the excellent Exodus Arts Festival in Hulme takes place. We will be collecting money along with the Red Cross for the destitution projects around Manchester

Prayer Points

Please pray for the Boaz Trust

- For the current debates in parliament regarding asylum seekers, that they will result in justice for all.

- For Dave and Nigel as they work full time at the Boaz Trust and for all the volunteers.

- For each of our hosts and guests.

- For churches in Manchester to respond to the needs of Asylum Seekers.

Thanks for all your support, time and prayers. It really is appreciated.

From all at the Boaz Trust










� Dr Larry Crabb ‘SoulCare Foundations 101: The Basic Model’ (New Way Ministries) Lesson 1 pp 4 © 2001






