Let Isabel Da Silva stay!

Isabel da Silva, now 20, is from Angola. She is the youngest child of a large family that lived in the capital city, Luanda. Her father, an officer in the UNITA army during the long civil war, disappeared in 2000, and is assumed murdered. Her mother, Maria, was also arrested. After her release she paid an agent to get her out of the country to Europe, ending up in the UK. 

Isabel also managed to escape, but to Portugal, not England, as she had been told that was where her mother was.  Once in Portugal, Isabel discovered that her mother had in fact gone to the UK.  Wanting to be re-united, she did not apply for asylum in Portugal, preferring to survive by doing some illegal cleaning work and staying wherever she could. Eventually she found her mother’s phone number, and was able to get in touch. She discovered to her joy that her mother had been given Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK.

Because Isabel had used a false passport stating she was over 18, the British Embassy in Lisbon refused to believe that she was in fact still a minor, and told her to return to Angola, get proper documents and apply to join her mother in the UK. Emails and letters of support explaining the danger of sending a young girl back to a country in turmoil, where she had no known surviving family and no means of support, were of no avail. Even a visit from Maria herself did not alter the stance of the Embassy, who told them that either Isabel would have to return to Angola, or Maria would have to go and live in Portugal. 

Frustrated by the lack of compassion of the Home Office, and desperate to be with her daughter, Maria paid an agent to bring Isabel to the UK on November 6th 2003 – on another false passport, since the first one had been stolen. When she arrived in the UK, Isabel applied to join her mother under the Family Reunion legislation. The Home Office has refused this request, and have again told her that she must return to Angola and apply from there. We believe that this decision is against all sense of natural justice, and are calling on the Home Office to use their powers of discretion and allow Isabel to stay with her mother. 

Why can’t Isabel go back?

· Despite improvements, Angola is still not safe. Isabel has no family or home to go back to (it was destroyed during the war), and no money to live on. Violence against women and sexual exploitation are rife. Who will protect her? Who will support her until her application is successful?
· Isabel is the only known surviving child. What will it do to her mother if they are parted again? Maria has struggled with great sadness and, despite nearly 4 years trying to learn English, still has a mental block as a result of the trauma she has suffered. She also needs Isabel’s physical presence. For the past year Maria has been unable to work due to high blood pressure and kidney stones, for which she is awaiting an operation, In March 2006 Maria will turn 60. Surely she deserves to have her daughter with her as she enters old age?
· Isabel is a popular, hard-working student, who has learned English incredibly quickly. Her tutors at college have described her as ‘friendly’, ‘helpful’, ‘sensitive and kind’, ‘clever and ambitious’, ‘very hard-working, very bright and a pleasure to teach’. If allowed to stay, she will be able to get a good job, support her mother and contribute not only to the household but society as a whole. 
We, the undersigned, call upon the Secretary of State to reconsider Isabel’s case and grant her permission to remain in the UK without the need to first return to Angola.
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